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New AccuGrade® Grade Control System Software expands capabilities and adds three new machine types
Caterpillar has released new software that expands the capabilities of the AccuGrade grade control system, the Cat® factory integrated, sensor-independent solution for machine control and guidance.

New, more capable configurations are offered for track-type tractors, motor graders and hydraulic excavators. AccuGrade systems continue to support soil compactors and wheel tractor-scrapers. 

The new software includes Sky Plot, which allows the machine operator to view GPS and GLONASS satellites available when using MS980 or MS990 receivers. The operator also can enable or disable use of the GLONASS satellite constellation from the cab when using the MS990 receivers. The capability can help ensure optimum satellite coverage for fast start-up and accurate operation.

The new software also enhances diagnostic support information. AccuGrade Office wireless users now can remotely retrieve radio settings, machine measurements, valve calibration tables and machine settings. The capability speeds diagnostic and calibration tasks.

Enhanced capabilities for specific machines

The new software provides specific benefits for each machine type. For example, on hydraulic excavators the CD700 display now supports site and laser reference, which can be used when GPS or the Universal Tracking System (UTS) are not available. The system supports single GPS, which provides a lower cost entry level 3D system. Similarly, single UTS support allows use of a 3D design when GPS positioning is not available.

Also on hydraulic excavators using the CD700 display, profile and cross-section views are available simultaneously to the machine operator so that all critical dimensions are in view. Additionally, the new system enables excavator bucket center guidance, which improves accuracy when working on side slopes.

On motor graders, dynamic pitch allows the operator to maintain accuracy when rolling the blade during grading. A blade pitch sensor and a mainfall sensor are required, but the system eliminates the need for the operator to keep the mast vertical when using GPS or UTS. 

For the D8T, D9T and D10T track-type tractors, an entry level, indicate-only system is available for earthmoving and early site preparation tasks. The system uses a single, cab-mounted GPS antenna. 

For additional information about the Cat AccuGrade grade control system, customers should contact their local Cat dealer or visit the Caterpillar web site at www.cat.com/accugrade.

About Caterpillar

For more than 80 years, Caterpillar Inc. has been building the world’s infrastructure and, in partnership with its worldwide dealer network, is driving positive and sustainable change on every continent. With 2008 sales and revenues of $51.324 billion, Caterpillar is a technology leader and the world’s leading manufacturer of construction and mining equipment, diesel and natural gas engines and industrial gas turbines. More information is available at www.cat.com.

# # #

Note to Editors: Caterpillar rolls-out products and services in each of its territories at different time intervals. Although every effort is made to ensure that product information is released only after Caterpillar has received confirmation from our dealer network, our plants, and our marketing subsidiaries that products and services are available in the relevant region, editors are kindly requested to verify with their local dealer for product availability and specifications.
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