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Stolen Cat® D6K Stopped in its Tracks by Interpol Thanks to Product Link and Cat Dealer

Following the discovery of the theft of its recently purchased Caterpillar® D6K track-type tractor from a site in Essex, UK, at midnight on 14th of February, Sewells Reservoir Construction ltd (SRC), operations manager, Oli Rees immediately contacted local Caterpillar dealer Finning’s out of hours service and support team. Thanks to Product Link on the stolen machine, the team at Finning was able to use the GPS technology within the Product Link system to track the unit’s movements. 

To everyone’s surprise it had taken the thieves less than 12 hours to move the D6K from its Essex location, over the English Channel to France. But the biggest surprise was reserved for the thieves themselves, when officers from Interpol located their vehicle in a lorry park just 20 miles from the German border at 6.30pm, the same day. 

Caught red handed, the three thieves were arrested by police in possession of the Caterpillar D6K, which was then impounded, much to the delight of Oli Rees who commented: “ I was amazed at how quickly Finning were able to respond to my call. Just ten minutes after my initial call, they rang me back to tell me the team had located our Caterpillar D6K 6.7 miles east of Calais. I couldn’t believe in just a short space of time the thieves had managed to get the unit out of the country. I knew that plant was a major target for theft, but it is now clear to me just how organised these types of criminal gangs are.” 

Oli Rees added: “I certainly never expected to see the D6K again and am just so impressed with the actions of Finning’s staff who helped us to retrieve it. What surprised me throughout the whole project was the ability to gain the GPS co-ordinates from the onboard Product Link system.”

About Caterpillar

For more than 80 years, Caterpillar Inc. has been building the world’s infrastructure and, in partnership with its worldwide dealer network, is driving positive and sustainable change on every continent. With 2008 sales and revenues of $51.324 billion, Caterpillar is a technology leader and the world’s leading manufacturer of construction and mining equipment, diesel and natural gas engines and industrial gas turbines. More information is available at www.cat.com.
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Note to Editors: Caterpillar rolls-out products and services in each of its territories at different time intervals. Although every effort is made to ensure that product information is released only after Caterpillar has received confirmation from our dealer network, our plants, and our marketing subsidiaries that products and services are available in the relevant region, editors are kindly requested to verify with their local dealer for product availability and specifications.

CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow” and the POWER EDGE trade dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.  
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