
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Cat® 973K 
Track Loader 

Save money and transport time with one rugged machine for land clearing, digging, grading, truck loading, slope work and more. 
Crawler loaders give you reduced ground pressure and better traction so you can start the job earlier and work longer in soft 
underfoot conditions. Purpose-built Waste Handler, Steel Mill and Low Ground Pressure configurations stand up to the toughest 
applications. This new generation of Cat® Track Loaders brings you all of this, plus improved performance and fuel efficiency. 

Versatility 
• Largest track loader in the industr y provides the power, breakout 

force and capacit y to take on tough construction utilit y, forestr y 
and quarr y jobs. 

• Specialized Steel Mill configuration factor y equipped to withstand 
high temperatures and steel mill conditions – handle hot slag with 
ease and safet y. 

• Purpose-built Waste Handler features added guarding and seals, 
specialized air handling, plus a choice of track shoes and buckets 
to take on the challenges of landfill and transfer station work . 

• Quick coupler option adds versatilit y by allowing easy use of forks, 
buckets, etc. from wheel loaders and other machines. 

Effi ciency 
• Reduce your fuel costs, using 10 -25 percent less fuel per hour 

than the previous model. 

• Move up to 10 percent more material per hour with optional 
Per formance Series bucket. 

• Easier maintenance and repair with a tilt cab and convenient 
ser vice access points. 

• Demand fan provides ef ficient cooling plus easy ser vice/ 
clean-out access. 

• Manage your fleet more ef fectively and profitably through 
remote monitoring with Product Link™/ VisionLink®. 

Performance 
• Smoother implement and steering response, and improved s teering 

per formance over the previous model. 

• Precise, responsive per formance with features like load sensing 
hydraulics and position sensing cylinders. 

• Power and fast response under load with a Cat C9.3 ACER T ™ engine. 

• Reduced engine noise* – quieter for the operator and others around 
the work site. 

Ease of Operation 
• Updated cab of fers operator comfor ts like suspension seat, adjus table 

armrests and controls, and an improved air conditioning system. 

• Choose either joystick or t wo-lever implement controls to match 
operator preference or application. 

• Speed/steering controls available as either a joystick or as v-lever 
and foot pedals. 

• Meets U.S. EPA Tier 4 Final /EU Stage IV/ Korea Tier 4 emission 
standards with emissions reduction technology that is designed to 
be transparent – regeneration runs automatically in the background 
while you work . 

• New handles and steps help operators climb on and of f the machine 
more easily, from the front or the back of the tracks. 

• E xcellent visibilit y to the bucket and all around the machine enhances 
safet y and helps operators work more confidently. 

*Compared to the 9 73D. 



 
 

  
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Cat® 973K Track Loader 

Engine Undercarriage 
Engine Model Cat C9.3 ACER T Track Shoe W idth – S tandard 5 5 0 mm 21.6 in 

Tier 4 F inal/S tage IV/ Track Shoe W idth – Optional 675 mm 2 6.6 in 
Emissions 

Korea Tier 4 Track Shoe W idth – W ide Gauge 8 3 0 mm 3 2.7 in 
Net Power – ISO 924 9 /SA E J13 4 9 2 05 kW 2 75 hp Track Rollers /Shoes – Each Side 7/4 0 
Net Power – ISO 924 9 /SA E J13 4 9 (DIN) 2 78 hp Track on Ground 	 2 9 3 0 mm 115.3 in 
• All nonroad Tier 4 Interim and Final, S tage IIIB and IV and Korea Tier 4 Final Ground Contact Area* 

diesel engines are required to use only Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel (UL SD) with 
S tandard Shoe – 55 0 mm (21.6 in) 3.6 6 m² 5,6 7 3 in² 

15 ppm (mg /kg) of sulfur or less, or up to B2 0 biodiesel blended with UL SD. 
Optional Shoe – 6 75 mm (2 6.6 in) 4.4 9 m² 6, 9 6 0 in² B2 0 should meet AS TM D74 6 7 specification (biodiesel blend stock should
 

meet Cat biodiesel spec, AS TM D6 751 or EN 14214). Cat DEO-UL S ™ or oils Wide Gauge – 8 3 0 mm (3 2 .7 in) 5.5 3 m² 8, 5 72 in²
 

that meet the Cat ECF -3, API C J-4, and ACE A E9 specification are required. Ground Pressure*
 
Consult your OMM for fur ther machine specific fuel recommendations.
 S tandard Shoe – 55 0 mm (21.6 in) 7 7.6 kPa 11.3 psi 

• Diesel E xhaust Fluid (DEF) used in Cat Selective Cataly tic Reduction Optional Shoe – 6 75 mm (2 6.6 in) 6 4.4 kPa 9.3 psi 
(SCR) sys tems must meet the requirements outlined in the International 

Wide Gauge – 8 3 0 mm (3 2 .7 in) 57.3 kPa 8.3 psi Organization for Standardization (ISO) standard 2 2 241. 
Grouser Height – Double Grouser 4 9 mm 1.9 2 in 

Track Gauge 216 0 mm 85 in 

*ISO 1675 4:2 00 8. Overall Machine Width without Bucket / 

Dimensions 

2 710 mm 10 6 .7 in 
S tandard Tracks – 55 0 mm (21.6 in) Shoes 

Ground Clearance 4 69 mm 18.5 in 

Machine Height to Top of Cab 3 510 mm 13 8.2 in Fuel Tank 3 8 4 L 101.5 gal 

Overall Machine Length* 7579 mm 29 8.4 in DEF Tank 3 5 L 9.2 gal 

Carr y Position Approach Angle 15° 

Digging Depth* 15 8 mm 6.2 in 

Maximum Rollback at Ground/Carr y Position 4 3°/47° Operating Weight 2 8 9 85 kg 6 3,9 0 0 lb 

Service Refill Capacities 

Weights 

Bucket Height in Carr y Position 4 8 3.5 mm 19 in Operating Weight – Waste Handler 2 9 175 kg 6 4, 319 lb 

Reach at Full Lif t Height and 4 5° Dump* 13 6 6 mm 5 3.8 in Operating Weight – Wide Gauge 3 2 3 0 4 kg 71, 218 lb 

Clearance at Full Lif t Height and 45° Dump* 2 9 5 2 mm 116.2 in Operating Weight – Steel Mill 3 2 70 5 kg 72 ,102 lb 

Maximum Rollback / Dump, Fully Raised 59°/4 9 ° 

Grading Angle 85° 

Height to Bucket Hinge Pin 4218 mm 16 6.1 in 

Overall Machine Height , Bucket Fully Raised 5 752 mm 2 26.5 in 

Height to Top of the S tack 3 0 69 mm 12 0.8 in 

Ramp Angle 2 9 ° 

Buckets 

*W ith General Purpose bucket and heav y dut y teeth. 

Capacity Width 

General Purpose 3.2 m 3 4.2 yd3 2 9 74 mm 117 in 

Per formance Series 3.8 m 3 5.0 yd 3 2 9 8 2 mm 117 in 

Multi-Purpose 3.0 m 3 4.0 yd3 2 9 4 6 mm 116 in 

Landfill 4 .9 m 3 6. 4 yd 3 2 974 mm 117 in 

Slag 3.0 m 3 4.0 yd3 2 8 4 6 mm 112 in 

Air Conditioning System 
For complete machine specifications and available confi gurations,	 The air conditioning system on this machine contains the fluorinated 
please see your Cat dealer or visit www.cat.com.	 greenhouse gas refrigerant R13 4a (Global Warming Potential = 14 3 0). 

The system contains 1.8 9 kg of refrigerant which has a CO2 equivalent 
of 2.717 metric tonnes. 

F or more complete infor mation on Cat product s, dealer ser v ices, and indus tr y solu tions, visit us on t he web at ww w.cat.com 

© 2 017 Caterpillar 
All righ ts reser ved 

Materials and speci fications are subject to change wi thout notice. Featured machines in pho t os may include addit ional equipment . 
See your Cat dealer for available options. 

C AT, CAT E RPIL L A R , S A F E T Y.C AT.COM, t heir respec t ive logos, “Caterpillar Yellow ” and the “Power Edge” trade dress, as well as 
corporate and product iden ti t y used herein, are t rademarks of Caterpillar and may no t be used wi thout permission. 

V isionL ink is a trademark of Trimble Navigation L imited, regis tered in the Uni ted S tates and in ot her countries. 

AE XQ 219 3 (0 7-2017) 
Auz-NZ , Eur, Korea, N Am 

http:www.cat.com
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